Optimizing protection against meningococcal disease.
Neisseria meningitidis is a leading cause of bacterial meningitis and septicemia in the United States. Vaccines directed against meningococcal disease must elicit high and persistent titers of bactericidal antibodies against prevalent meningococcal serogroups and be highly efficacious in preventing meningococcal infection. Currently, 2 quadrivalent (A, C, W-135, Y) vaccines-a polysaccharide meningococcal vaccine and a conjugate meningococcal vaccine-are licensed in the United States. Neither is approved for use in infants or toddlers younger than 2 years of age. Results of studies with an investigational quadrivalent (ACWY) meningococcal CRM(197) glycoconjugate vaccine in infants demonstrate that this vaccine has potential to protect this age group. The availability of an effective vaccine for routine universal infant immunization is particularly important because the incidence of invasive meningococcal disease is greatest in infants for all serogroups and because achievable vaccination rates are much greater for infants and young children than they are for adolescents.